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June 20, 2023

The Honorable Juan Sanchez
James A. Byrne United States Courthouse
601 Market Street, Room 14613
Philadelphia, PA 19106-1729

Dear Judge Sanchez:

Once every few years, I get to see a star rise. Mara Poulsen is my most recent ascending star. I enthusiastically recommend Mara
for a judicial clerkship.

During the summer of 2022, Mara was an intern at the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. I have
served in the same office for 20 years as an Assistant United States Attorney. For the past five years, I have served on the
office’s summer internship program committee. It is a competitive internship program – we accept approximately 15 students from
hundreds of applicants. We look for candidates who have demonstrated academic excellence, and who exhibit maturity, curiosity,
self- awareness, and confidence. We also look for candidates who are grounded and will thrive working independently or on a
team.

With Mara, we struck gold! Mara produced excellent legal research on a variety of civil and criminal issues, some of them quite
complicated. On assignments ranging from Pennsylvania tort law, post-conviction criminal appeals, and constitutional torts, Mara
produced work product practically ready to be cut-and-pasted into court filings. Mara’s research was comprehensive, her written
work-product was impeccable, and her legal analysis was always sound. Mara is productive, as reflected by the fact that she
completed more assignments than many in her intern class. My impressions of Mara’s performance are based on personal
observation – she worked on one of my cases – as well as feedback I received from other attorneys with whom she worked.

In addition to exceptional core legal skills, Mara brings an added element to the practice of law. Mara is a computer scientist with
20 years of real-world business experience. Mara has unique substantive knowledge – computer science and business – that will
provide a broader perspective than is typical among recent law school graduates. Mara works well with others and was a popular
and respected member of her intern class.

Mara’s resume provides details about her outstanding law school accomplishments – she is Temple Law Review’s Executive
Editor, a Moot Court finalist, and the recipient of a prestigious scholarship and a raft of other awards and distinctions. Mara’s
resume does not, however, convey Mara’s outgoing and generous personality, which will contribute to her anticipated success as
a judicial clerk and member of the bar. For that, I encourage you to invite Mara for an interview – it will be worth it!

I offer Mara my unqualified recommendation.

Respectfully,

/s/ Joel M. Sweet
JOEL M. SWEET
Assistant United States Attorney

Joel Sweet - Joel.Sweet@usdoj.gov
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The Honorable Juan Sanchez
James A. Byrne United States Courthouse
601 Market Street, Room 14613
Philadelphia, PA 19106-1729

Dear Judge Sanchez:

Every once in a while, I have an extraordinary student whom I do not want to be overlooked.  I write you to recommend one of
those students, Mara Poulsen, to serve as your law clerk following her graduation from Temple Law next year (May 2024).  I have
taught Mara in two classes and have worked with her in connection with my role as faculty advisor to the law review.  Mara was a
clear star in both my Constitutional Law and Conflict of Laws classes. In both classes, Mara substantially raised the quality of the
discussion. In Constitutional Law, she helped other students appreciate the rigor of the discipline, showing by her questions that
Constitutional Law is not just about personal choices and moral values. In Conflict of Laws class, she was a reliable leader
through the “dismal swamp” of conflicts doctrine, again asking polite but penetrating questions as she tried to untangle the
complicated rules and tests. In other words, she's whip-smart, inquisitive, and pleasant. Her extraordinary performance on exams,
reflected on her transcript, speaks for itself.

Mara is also well-liked and well-respected by her fellow students. This is reflected in her peers’ decision to appoint her an
Executive Editor on the Temple Law Review, a position reserved for the most talented students.

You will see from her resume that Mara is an older student now embarking on a new career (she had been a software
designer). Perhaps as a consequence of her extensive work experience, Mara is quite confident, yet has no sign of arrogance. 
She has a "let's get down to the brass tacks" approach to legal analysis and generally just gets the job done. I believe she would
serve your chambers extraordinarily well.

I would be delighted to discuss Mara’s application further if you like. I can be reached at 215-204-8955 or at
laura.little@temple.edu

Sincerely,

Laura E. Little
James G. Schmidt Professor of Law

Laura Little - laura.little@temple.edu - 215-204-8955


